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- The call of forest and stream in the springtime perennially beckons. 

Those who love the handiwork of God find more than fish in the 
mountain lakes. In days of stress we long for the promised quietude 
of soul as “He leadeth me beside the still waters.” 
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“Guard thy speech before all things, for 
a man’s ruin lies in his tongue.” — 


Egyptian Papyrus, 4000 B.C. 


INSURING THE BIBLE 


“God's Printed Treasure” is the tith 
of a thoughtful sermon by one of ou 
young ministers printed in this journal is 
the issues of April 4 and 11. The Bibl 
is literally a treasure according to an Al 
dispatch from Washington found in © 
March 25 newspaper. 


When the Yonan Codex, supposedly th 
world’s oldest complete New Testamen 
in Aramaic, was transferred from a down 
town bank to the Library of Congress, 1 
was protected for an hour and a half b 
an insurance policy for a million and 
half (dollars). This volume of 227 leave: 
7 x 9 inches, is written with black in 
on vellum and is believed to be mor 
than 1600 years old. L. Quincy Mumfore 
librarian of Congress, said the Yona 
Codex would be the greatest possible ad 
dition to the library’s collection of Biblica 
texts. ; 


How can a copy of the New Testamen 
be so precious as to be covered by a 
insurance policy of 114 million for 9 
minutes? We are forced to admit tha 
it is because it is a collector’s item. | 
contains no more and no less of th 
message of God than the millions o 
copies in English that cost 15 or 20 cent 
and have been given away so freely i 
recent years. However, no collection o 
writings about any other man than Jesu 
Christ would have such a value no matte 
how rare or ancient. It is because Chris 
has made such an imprint on history tha 
there is such a keen interest in manuscrip 
copies of His biographies that date bac 
to within 300 or 400 years of His wall 
among men. 


When such a near-perfect manuscrip 
passes out of private hands and become 
more available in the nation’s greates 
library it is a great event, even thoug! 
that library already has 10,000,000 books 
It may mean that through the study o 
scholars a few more nuggets will b 
placed at our disposal from “God’s Printe 
Treasure.” However, the changes i 
understanding of the Bible will be rela 
tively slight, and this Yonan Codex ma’ 
never make such headlines again. 


What a wonder that a portion of God’ 
Word in a language not our own ha 
such a high value placed upon it by th 
few who know its worth! What a tragedy 
that God’s complete Word in our owt 
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anguage is treated as a common coin by 
o many of us! If you thought there was 
langer of losing all access to the Bible 
1ow large an insurance policy would you 
vant to write on your personal copy of 
f as you transported it from place to 
lace ? 

In many mission lands there are millions 
ff people awakening to the value of 
‘God’s Printed Treasure.” With a desire 
0 give all, and too poor to give anything, 
hey cry out to us for the precious Word 
a a language they can read. It is within 
‘ur power to insure the safe arrival of 
he New Testament by our gifts. Our own 
enominational missions are helping in 
his program — this insurance policy. 


PROGRESSING TOWARD UNITY 


When a Catholic asks the question, 
‘Are we progressing toward unity?’ it 
ieans something different than when the 
ame question is asked in the Assembly 
f the World Council of Churches. And 
yhen the Catholic who asks the question 
; Rev. Charles Boyer, S.J., president of 
ne International Association UNITAS in 
tome, then we should sit-up and take 
otice. That is evidently what the editors 
f Ecumenical Press Service (EPS) thought 
shen they copied his statement in the 
ssue of March 30. 

What do the highest placed Catholic 
jeologians think about unity and the 
rotestant attempts to achieve it through 
ch organizations as the WCC? We quote 
ae Catholic writer: 

“From the Catholic point of view the 
toblem is how to reunite into the Catholic 
thurch that part of Christianity which 


‘hose non-Catholics who seek Christian 
Mity are, for the most part at least, un- 
ertain of the nature of that unity, just 
s they are uncertain of the nature of 
ae Church. They are searching. We must 
elp them to find it. They have created 
ne World Council of Churches whose 
acond Assembly was held last August in 
vanston, near Chicago. Are they really 
rogressing towards unity? 

“The WCC is only one of the results 
f the ecumenical movement. The direc- 
on bestowed on this movement by its 
ner spirit points to unity whatever its 


as, at various times, broken away from it. 
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conditions. The love of unity desired by 
Christ is above everything: prejudice, tra- 
dition, nationalism, habit, interest. It 
admits no obstacle, no halt, before the 
goal has been reached.” 


In other words the only unity con- 
ceivable to the Catholic is a reunion with 
the Mother Church. Any Protestant who 
thinks of persuading the Catholic Church 
to take a different attitude has absolutely 
nothing in history or current events on 
which to base that hope. Dean Liston 
Pope of Yale Divinity School recently 
made a statement to the effect that it was 
time for Protestants to re-examine the 
differences between our position and that 
of Rome. It hardly seems possible that he 
could have meant what it seemed to mean 
— that perhaps we could slough off those 
differences and find unity on terms ac- 
ceptable to Rome. Our reading of some 
of the more popular religious journals 
reveals a disturbingly large number of such 
straws in the wind. In our opinion, while 
Protestants move to narrow the breach on 
the fellowship and concerted-action level 
the Roman Church moves to widen the 
breach on the doctrinal level. 


The admittedly unscriptural Mariolatry 
of the Church is growing apace. On 
November 1 of last year Pope Pius XII 
crowned an ancient image of Mary and 
declared her “Queen of Heaven and 
Earth.” The rites were the supreme cere- 
mony of the Roman Catholic Church’s 
Marian Year, proclaimed by the pope to 
honor the Virgin Mary upon the centenary 
of the dogma that proclaimed her immacu- 
late conception. Such things were unheard 
of in Luther’s time, as was the recently 
proclaimed dogma of the assumption of 
Mary. Luther would have thundered 
against it as loudly as he did against the 
unscriptural doctrines that existed in his 
day. 

Rev. Charles Boyer, the Catholic prelate 
quoted above, says it is a temptation to 
look upon the World Council of Churches 
as something permanent, something to be 
perfected. He speaks of it as ‘‘a sort of 
pan-Protestant Church with a few Greco- 
Russian islands.” He is quick to point 
out that one should not give in to this 
temptation. He saw in events since 
Amsterdam a glimmer of light shining — 
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an attempt to define the Church, to 
understand the sacraments, the sacrifice, 
the hierarchy. “Subsequently,” he notes, 
“everything seemed to become confused, 
as though the light was feared. Certainly 
the Assembly at Evanston gave the oppor- 
tunity for demonstrating a few sincere 
aspirations towards true unity, but it had 
been conceived much more as a demon- 
stration by the Council which had already 
been formed, with its administration and 
activities, than as a means of discovering 
the intention of Christ for His Church. 

Anti-Roman gestures do not proceed 
from love of unity.” 

This is to say that if Protestants under- 
stood they would come home. It is an 
old and oft-repeated line. We cannot ac- 
cept it. We cannot pray for unity if 
that unity involves a union with deep- 
seated error. We can love those who 
are bound with the chains of darkness but 
we have been freed from that darkness at 
too great a cost to allow ourselves to be 
shackled again. 


Call to Repentance 


There is undoubtedly a long step be- 
tween political repentance and religious 
repentance but the politicians do not hesi- 
tate to borrow that strong word from the 
Bible. We suppose that the deaf and 
dumb can express repentance in sign 
language. As used by Jesus it is sin lan- 
guage. He made it personal: “Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Luke 
13:3. 


The newspapers recently carried the fol- 
lowing 3-line heading: ‘Bevan Gets a 
Chance to Repent.” Left-wing Laborite, 
Aneurin Bevan, had showed signs of re- 
belling against the leadership of the more 
moderate Clement Attlee, and the Execu- 
tive Committee was voting on whether or 
not to expel Bevan. By the narrow 
margin of 14 to 13 they failed to expel 
him from the party. By one vote he was 
given a chance to repent of his political 
rebellion. 

Although the word is down- -gtaded 
when referring to party politics it is ap- 
propriately used. Sin is rebellion against 
the rule and the law of God. Repentance 


is turning away from sin and returning 
to God. 
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Following an apparent seasonal trend 
March giving to our Denominationa 
Budget came almost up to the monthly 
requirement of $5,896 — but not quite 
As in other recent years, it was exceedec 
by giving in December and January, bu 
it exceeded the giving in October, Ne 
vember, and February. 

This is being written on Good Friddy 
Whatever we may think individually abou 
the observance of particular days in th: 
church year, Good Friday is observed b 
a large portion of Christendom as a me 
morial to the greatest sacrifice in recordes 
history. When the Son of God gave uj 
His life on the cross it was a sacrific 
for a specific purpose. He charged u 
with specific duties with regard to th 
rest of the world — to “go and prea 
the Gospel.” 

He does not ask us for a sacrifice com 
mensurate with His. But in gratitude fo 
His supreme sacrifice, should we not b 
willing to make some sacrifice ourselve 
for the furtherance of His mission? Doe 
a giving of slightly over $5,000 a mont) 
by a denomination the size of ours repre 
sent real sacrificial giving on our part 
It is recognized, of course, that man 
Seventh Day Baptists are giving sacti 
ficially. But many are not. A total givin 
of less than one dollar a month 
individual does not represent real saccill 
in this era. 

Perhaps there are some of us who ar 
not convinced of the necessity for ou 
giving. The various agencies supporte 
by the budget, however, are in conformit 
with the Great Commission. Christ Him 
self sent His disciples forth preachin 
while He was still alive. Foreign missio 
work commenced immediately after Hi 
Resurrection. Nay, we have instances, eve 
during His life, of Greeks and Roma 
centurions coming to Him. Printing th 
divine message, Christian education ¢ 
our own and other youth, the variou 
benevolences of the Women’s Board at 
all in keeping with what Christ Himsel 
taught. Does it not all warrant gener 
giving on our part? 
nn 


There are no pockets in shrouds. — Anor 
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THE BIBLE 
Frederik J. Bakker 


We love the Bible. Therefore some of 
's ate keenly disappointed when we read 
Nccasionally from the pens of trained 
sible students statements which seem to 
indicate a lack of understanding of the 
Word of God. Being a lawyer by pro- 
session I constantly must refer to source 
Jnaterials for my advice and decisions. 
Heing also a student of the Bible I find 
hat the Bible within its covers gives us 
ifs authority and also a tone with which 
) reading and study of the Bible should 
»e made. Paul in writing to his young 
jriend, Timothy, stated: ‘All scripture is 
‘tven by inspiration of God, and is 
Hrofitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
Jorrection, for instruction in righteous- 
fess” (2 Tim. 3: 16). “‘For the prophecy 
jame not in old time by the will of 
‘aan: but holy men of God spake as they 
“vere moved by the Holy Ghost (Spirit)” 
m2 Peter 1: 21). Furthermore we read: 
‘The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
jx0d gave unto him, to shew unto his 
‘ervants the things which must shortly 
Fome to pass; and he sent and signified 
; by his angel unto his servant John” 
Revelation 1: 1). 

Too often a study of the Bible is 
' pproached as if it were a wonderful con- 
)lomeration of ethical and spiritual ex- 
‘yeriences which man wrote down as he 
jroped from his primitive origin until 
nd after the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
“he proper approach is to think of the 
bible as God’s Word. Therefore, it must 
“ye read reverently and with the guidance 
»\f the Holy Spirit, who will help unlock 


Yne good test showing that the Bible is 
he Word of God is the fact that you 
jan never exhaust it. Read it a hundred 
jimes from cover to cover, if time and 
jtrength permit, and you will ever gain 
/iew facets of truth. One can exhaust an 
‘)rdinary textbook because the reader may 
e just as capable of writing such a text- 
-»ook as the writer thereof. 


| The Bible does not include most of 
he historical knowledge concerning Jesus 
christ, but is the only source of a true 
soicture of Jesus. All secular writings on 
esus Christ speak of Him as a good man 


f 


-nd unfold the truths therein contained. 
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and a fine minor prophet only. The Bible 
tells us that God sent Jesus Christ into 
the world not to condemn it but to save 
it. God sent Himself into the world 
through Jesus Christ, the virgin-born, so 
that He could be a perfect sacrifice for 
the sins of the world and the sins of 
each of us who accepts Him as Saviour 
and Lord. John 14: 11 says: “Believe me 
that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me: or else believe me for the very 
works’ sake.” Also, verses 16 and 17: 
“And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you forever; even 
the Spirit of truth; whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you.” 

Christianity does not have the inner 
sources to meet suffering and hardship. 
Christianity is an institution or body of 
believers. The Bible says: “Come unto 
me (meaning Christ), all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden... . learn of me... . for 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth and 
the life. No man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.” Jesus is our Advocate or 
defense counsel before the judgment 
throne. We read (1 John 2:.1): “My 
little children, these things write I unto 
you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.” 


The Bible begins with an account of 
man’s creation as a sinless person who 
lost that sinlessness because he yielded 
to the Devil. It continues with how he 
had to be redeemed by the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ, the sinless one, who died 
and arose again to provide eternal life 
for His believers and followers. The 
Bible is also a great commission to each 
of us to go out into the world preaching 
the Gospel promising that Jesus will be 
with us unto the end of the world when 
He shall come a second time to establish 
His Kingdom, when the Devil will utterly 
be destroyed. 


It is an erroneous conception that the 
Bible has no real answers for today or 
must be limited largely to the time and 
circumstances when it was written or 


when the accounts occurred. In Hebrews 
4: 15 we read: “For we have not an 
high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin.’”’ When we read the account 
of Christ’s temptation, we discern every 
avenue of human temptation: (1) the 
appetites of the body; (2) desire to rule 
other people; and (3) to use one’s 
abilities selfishly. 


If the Bible were merely a man-made 
document, such lofty thoughts and lan- 
guage as the eighth chapter of Romans 
could not have been written. Note verse 
9: “But ye are not in the flesh, but in 
the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. Now if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 
Then note verses 16 and 17: “The Spirit 
himself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are children of God; and if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified with him” (ASV). 


The Old Testament is an integral part 
of the Bible. Jesus Christ constantly 
referred to it and its miracles. It was the 
only written word of God that Jesus had. 
After the resurrection Christ rebukes His 
disciples for not believing in the law, the 
prophets, and psalms for they all spoke of 
Christ’s life and atoning sacrifice (Luke 
24: 25-27, 44). God did not approve 
the low standards of many personages 
depicted in the Old Testament. God 
permitted them. God must visit with 
wrath for wickedness and thus He had 
and has the right to punish and destroy 
the wicked. We have no right to question 
God’s actions as stated in the Old Testa- 
ment. He is sovereign. We must read 
the few miracles chronicled in the Old 
Testament in the context and setting and 
study them with the thought that God 
had a special purpose on each of those 
occasions. The Old Testament is a true 
account for it states the facts as they 
transpired. Then when we pass into 
the New Testament, we are reminded 
constantly that even though Jesus Christ 
came and took away the sins of the world, 
only those are saved who believe on Him 
as Lord and Saviour. There will be a day 
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RENEWAL IN RHYME 


I have your recent notice which fairly; 
seems to shout — “Renew the Recorder} 
promptly — the time is nearly out.” 

That notice quite depresses me and| 
leaves me feeling sad (so many friends 
have gone for good — the friends we 
needed bad), and when they do not come 
again we usually inquire the reason fof 
their absence and find they have expired; 
and so it is with papers which for years 
we greet as friends. We question not 
their coming ‘til there comes a sudden} 
end. It is then we know the sorrow; it 
is then we learn the cost, of parting with aj 
faithful friend we realize is lost. 


caused #3 negligence, which follows in ite 
course. 


Who wouldn’t spend three dollars — 
if necessary, five, if that was all it needed| 


renewal, and here’s three dollars too — 
that it promptly does its duty, I shall leave 
of course to you. So keep your printer 
busy, and keep your presses humming — 
and keep Recorders coming in — be sure! 
to keep them coming. 


(Adapted from J. B. Rumbold in ne 
Farm Journal), sent by Ruth Sitzai, Re- 
corder agent for 1st Hopkinton Church. 


of reckoning or judgment. God is just 
and merciful and because of those attrt, 
butes He will punish the sinners and 
especially those who refuse to accept 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 

The Bible will remain a closed book 
to those who refuse to believe it as the 
Word of God and as a message as te 
how to be filled with the Holy Spirit as 
the people were at Pentecost. Let us read 
the Bible carefully and prayerfully and 
ignore, for a while at least, secondhand 
ideas about the contents of the Bible 
Then let us use commentaries of truly 
godly men as, for example, Spurgeon, as 
a means of lengthening our vision of the 
scope of the thoughts of the Bible. A 
great aid in a study of the Bible is tc 
use the Thompson Chain Reference Bible 
following the chains. 


. 
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‘ MEMORY TEXT 

_ For the Son of man is come to seek and 
+) save that which was lost. — Luke 19: 10. 
' And ye shall seek me, and find me, 


vhen ye shall search for me with all your 


4 


i. — Jeremiah 29: 13. 
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| DISTRIBUTION OF LITERATURE 


_ Recommendations of the Tract 

: Society Committee 

We noted with satisfaction a report on 
ne purchase of a quantity of the tract, 
‘Tracts and How to Use Them” from the 
“merican Tract Society and the mailing 
£ these tracts to 63 pastors or church 
“erks. This is the result of action taken 
y the Tract Society at the December 
reeting. 

“We reviewed the results of the tract 
acket distribution campaign carried out 
9 the delegates to the 1954 Conference 
ad by individuals and churches since that 
me and decided on the basis of interest- 
ig tangible results, possible intangible 
ssults, and the covering of a new region, 
{ recommend the following: 
“The Tract Society carry on a similar 
tact Packet Campaign by delegates to 
4e 1955 General Conference as was done 
or the 1954 General Conference.” 
The committee learned through the 
‘sit of our corresponding secretary to the 
umaica mission field that the Kingston 
hurch is using our Junior and Inter- 
‘ediate Graded Lessons. They do not have 
iough of them for their own use and 
one, as far as is known, for the 20 to 25 
ther churches. They say they can use a 
ynsiderable quantity of these lesson helps. 
Te seldom get calls for these helps here. 
he Board of Christian Education is 
ping to have a new series of lessons next 
Il. Therefore we recommend: 

“That the Tract Society donate a quantity 
* these Graded Lessons, number to be 
termined by the corresponding secretary, 
»\the Jamaica field and to pay the freight 
»sts of forwarding them to Jamaica.” 
The committee then discussed the pos- 
bility of setting over-all tract distribution 
als for the society and recommends the 
lowing long-range goals: 

“That the Tract Society set a tract dis- 


t 
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tribution goal of 40,000 tracts for the 
year 1955-56 and increasing that number 
5,000 a year to accomplish a total goal of 
250,000 over a 5-year period.” 

Further discussion was held on the 
formulation of a terse, yet wide, envision- 
ing slogan to unify and enthuse the 
churches in the matter of Sabbath and 
Gospel tract distribution. We have several 
suggestions along this line but have no 
recommendations at this time. We are 
open to suggestions for a slogan from any 
and all. 

David T. Sheppard, Chairman. 


AGAINST LEGALIZED BINGO 

Statement adopted January 30, 1955, by The 
Laymen’s Fellowship of the Western (N. Y. 
and Pa.) Association of Seventh Day Baptist 
Churches. 

We, the undersigned, do hereby resolve 
to support the stand of the New York 
State Council of Churches in its opposition 
to the legalization of bingo, and reject 
as undemocratic and immoral the impli- 
cation that a form of gambling which 
would continue to be prohibited to the 
general public as wrong and antisocial, is 
right and proper when conducted by moral 
leaders of our society. 

We would further state that we believe 
gambling is immoral and antisocial on the 
following grounds: 

1. It perverts the individual in the seek- 
ing of adventure through the abandon- 
ment of thought, planning, and reason 
while placing conscience in abeyance. 

2. It is completely selfish, undemocratic, 
and unchristian, for one person’s gain in 
gambling is always another’s loss, thus 
destroying a sense of brotherhood among 
men. 

3. It is destructive of home, humiliates 
self-respect, impoverishes means, and con- 
tributes to lawlessness and criminal actions 
of both youth and adults. 

4. As a means of raising money for 
charitable purposes, it removes the joy of 
free and willing giving, and violates 
the principle of stewardship as the 
gambler attempts to receive rather than 
give. 

5. Gambling, as it relies upon chance, 
is a sin against God because it denies 
God’s law of order and purpose in the 
universe. 
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REPORT ON WORKSHOPS 
A. Burdet Crofoot 


Realizing the relationship between active 
participation and spiritual growth in our 
churches, the Western Association at its 
meeting last June named a committee to 
propose and conduct a series of workshops 
in churchmanship and religious education. 
The committee, consisting of Rev. Don A. 
Sanford, Mrs. Harley Sutton, and Secretary 
A. Burdet Crofoot, circulated a question- 
naire among the members of the asso- 
ciation, as a result of which two specific 
areas of workshop activity were proposed 
and approved at the fall meeting of the 
association. 


Two workshop projects conducted by 
the association fall under the two basic 
headings of churchmanship ‘and religious 
education, the first concentrating specifi- 
cally on stewardship and church finance, 
and the second on methods and materials 
for Sabbath schools. A third workshop is 
now being projected on Vacation Bible 
Schools and will probably be conducted 
during May. 

While participation in the workshops 
was invited from all groups within the 
church, special attention was directed 
toward those directly affected by the 
activities covered. Thus, the workshop on 
stewardship and finance was directed 
toward church finance committees and 
canvassing teams, while the workshop on 
methods and materials for Sabbath schools 
attracted primarily Sabbath school officers 
and teachers. Enthusiasm for the work- 
shops was at a high pitch as evidenced 
by the fact that the Sabbath school work- 
shop, conducted in a series of three Sab- 
bath afternoon sessions, showed increasing 
attendance at each of its sessions. A large 
part of the success of the workshops must 
be attributed to the enthusiasm of the 
leaders. 


The workshop on stewardship and 
church finance was launched with a 
meeting held at the Second Alfred Church 
at which an outside speaker presented some 
basic concepts of church finance programs 
as practiced in the American Baptist Con- 
vention. Filmstrips and working kits for 
setting up church finance programs and 
canvassing were presented at this time. 


i 
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Two follow-up sessions of the entiteé 
workshop were held later, one at the 
eastern end and one at the western end 
of the association. At these area sessions 
specific details for churches within the 
area were discussed and submitted for the 
consideration of the group. These details 
included the specific financing problems 
of individual churches with detailed pro4 
posals for every-member canvass to rais¢ 
the necessary funds. } 


Specific application of the material de} 
veloped in the workshop was closely fol! 
lowed by at least three of the churche# 
in the association, and a report of wha} 
was accomplished in the Second Alfred 
Church illustrates the advantages gained 


At about the time of the third meeting 
of the workshop itself, this church hel« 
its annual meeting and approved a budge} 
for 1955 which was 54% greater that} 
its previous year’s budget. A series 0} 
meetings was then held, first with thy 
Finance Committee of the church and 
later with the canvassers, at which thi 
details of the budget were carefully ex} 
plained and a “‘turn-over chart’ presented 
for the use of the canvassers. The turn 
over charts followed generally a pattets 
found advantageous in many other denom} 
inational drives, and each team carried 
one with it when it went to visit thi 
homes of the members. An explanatios} 
of the various financial requirements 0} 
the local church took up several pages 0, 
the chart and a few pages were also givei 
over to the Denominational Budget 
the local church’s responsibility for it) 
The canvassers then went out in te 
of two and called upon the membet) 
ship. After the first circuit the loca) 
budget was reported as 86% pled 
and the church’s participation in th 
Denominational Budget was reported aj 
96% _ pledged. | 

An analysis of the ee brought it} 
shows an increase of about 514% pledge 
givers in the resident membership an 
25% pledged givers among nonresiden) 
membership. Since this last figure doe) 
not include all nonresidents who have beei| 
giving in the past, it is expected that th) 
nonresident giving will show an evei) 
greater increase. The Second Alfred 
Church being the church in its community 


£ 


201 


fea 18, 1955 


“ae canvass included nonmembers as well 
‘s members. Increase in number of non- 
Bi chers pledged was 140%. Since the 
‘ompletion of the canvass, the average 
Beptath morning collection has been 47% 
‘igher than it was before the canvass. 


" The workshop on materials and methods 
“or Sabbath schools was conducted with 
he assistance of the Church School Com- 
uittee of the Seventh Day Baptist Board 
'f Christian Education, and consisted of a 
“eries of three Sabbath afternoons devoted 
/2 a study of materials available from 
/ arious sources and discussion of methods 
jor teaching various age groups in 
“abbath school. After a general session 
‘ogether, at which opening exercises for 
-arious departments were exemplified, the 
“roup separated into smaller sections to 


onsider methods and materials for pri- 


Cate 


“lary, junior, intermediate, young adult, 


‘nd adult groups. 


BA statistical analysis of results in this 
‘ield is not as readily attainable as in the 


t 


-vorkshop on stewardship, but, as men- 
Boned earlier, enthusiasm ran high. 

' Consideration of the apparent success 
f these workshops would not be complete 
ithout acknowledgment of the contri- 
ution made by the enthusiasm of the 
eaders. Mrs. Sutton, as a member of 
he Association Workshop Committee, 
vas also chairman of the Second Alfred 
‘inance Committee and her enthusiasm 
“ncouraged canvassers who approached 
she job as an unwelcome chore to engage 
‘on the actual canvassing with a certain 
“mount of her enthusiasm. While some 
of the canvassers expressed doubt at the 
ize of the budget and the task before 
tarting out on the job, the same can- 


ds employed by the time the canvass was 
‘ompleted. Rev. Don A. Sanford, as chair- 
‘nan of the committee and president of the 
oard of Christian Education, together 
vith Mrs. Sutton as chairman of the 
Vhurch School Committee of the board, 
vere largely contributory to the enthusi- 
‘sm engendered in the Sabbath School 
Workshop. 

The apparent success of these work- 
hops as conducted by the Western Asso- 
iation points to the possible adoption of 
imilar programs by other associations. 


‘assets were enthusiastic about the meth-- 


THE LIVING WORD 


Dr. Luther A. Weigle 


One of a series of arti- 
cles by this noted man. 


“Communicate” 
and 
“communication” 


In the King James 
Version of the Bible 
the verb “‘communi- 
cate” is used six times and the noun “‘com- 
munication” seven times; but in each case 
the Revised Standard Version has chosen 
another word as a more accurate transla- 
tion. To say that Paul “communicated” 
to the heads of the church in Jerusalem 
the Gospel which he was preaching among 
the Gentiles (Galatians 2: 2), fails to 
describe the situation, for the Greek says 
that he “laid it before them” with a view 
to coming to an agreement concerning the 
most far-reaching question of principle 
and policy that the church ever faced. In 
all other cases where it is used in the 
King James Version, the verb “communi- 
cave “has the sense of *“ share. “It” re- 
fers, not to words, but to fellowship and 
generous action. 

“To do good and to communicate forget 
not’”” (Hebrews 13: 16) means “Do not 
neglect to do good and to share what you 
have.” Paul’s injunction to the Galatians 
(6: 6), “Let him that is taught in the word 
communicate unto him that teacheth in 
all good things,” means “‘Let him who is 
taught the word share all good things with 
him who teaches.” When Paul wrote to 
the Philippians (4: 14) “Ye have well 
done, that ye did communicate with my 
affliction,” he did not refer to letters of 
sympathy, but to gifts of material aid, as 
the succeeding verses make perfectly clear. 
This verse is now translated, “It was kind 
of you to share my trouble.” 


In one case the use of the word ‘‘com- 
munication” is misleading. It is the often- 


Where the association is geographically 
dispersed so that the entire group cannot 
participate in a series of sessions, a similar 
program could well be adapted for areas 
within an association. 
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quoted text in 1 Corinthians 15: 33, “Evil 
communications corrupt good manners.” 
That was a copybook maxim in my public- 
school days which I am sure that I copied 
a thousand times, and I thought that “evil 
communications” meant profane or ob- 
scene language. But the Greek word here 
is more comprehensive; it refers to the 
whole body of social influences, the com- 
panionships and associations, in which 
oral conversation and written communica- 
tions play only a part. And what is at 
stake is more than good manners, it is 
moral character. The Greek word is the 
one from which the English word “ethics” 
is derived. The present translation is, 
“Bad company ruins good morals.” 


{The RSV translation of Philippians 4: 14 
is a much more loose and (unnecessarily) free 
translation of the Greek text than is employed in 
other places in the RSV, and far less literal than 
the King James. It is doubtful if a Greek scholar 
putting the sentence, “It was kind of you to 
share my trouble,” into Greek, would come up 
with anything closely resembling the Greek text 
here translated. We agree, however, that ‘“com- 
municate” requires some such explaining as Dr. 
Weigle has given. — Ed.} 


FIRST OBLIGATIONS FIRST 


Next time you are asked to come for 
a visit on Sabbath, won’t you say, “After 
all our church services are over’? Most 
of us would be terribly shocked at the 
suggestion that our word was not reliable 
in business and other daily affairs. Yet 
we ate undisturbed when we break the 
solemn covenant made with other Chris- 
tians of the church that we will faithfully 
attend and support its functions to the 
best of our ability; we lightly turn our 
backs on God and His worship, though 
we profess to belong to Him, 


While it is understood that there are 
those emergencies which arise occasionally 
to prevent us from attending church (and 
the Lord understands too), it is questiona- 
ble if many of our other responsibilities 
are really important enough to justify 
giving them time which is dedicated to 
fellowship and praise. So let’s put first 
things first and next time say, “After 
church and Sabbath school.’”” — DeRuyter 
Church Bulletin. 


{ 
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CRANDALL VOCATIONAL SCHOO} 


(Address given by Dr. O. B. Bond on thi 
Open House program at the Maiden Hail 
property in Jamaica, B. W. I., Feb. 23, 1955.)| 


We pause in most reverent humility t 
give thanks to God for bringing us te 
this place. We lift our voices in gratitude 
and praise for the leading of the Holy 
Spirit as evidenced in the presence of our 
distinguished guest from lands overseas 
and the presence of this multitude of 
people who have been guided to this spot 
through the matchless love of Jesus. 


Truly, a new day dawns for the people 
of Jamaica and praise be to God for th 
redemptive influence that has been sparke 
in Seventh Day Baptists as the Way 
Life has been revealed through the livin 
influence of the Spirit of Christ Jesus. © 


Let us forget to proclaim the soon 
coming of the King; rather let us los 
ourselves in devoted service to the people 
of the earth and permit God in His own 
good way and time to declare unto us 
“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inhe it 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” | 

Even today dreams come true. We stans 
on hallowed ground and look this land 
scape o'er and proclaim, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firma 
ment showeth his handiwonen No stretdl h 
of the imagination is necessary for us to 
drink in the beauties of the earth a 
the fragrance of the springtime unfolds 
with every bud and flower. 

The presence of Secretary Harris gives 
evidence of a far-reaching, sympathett 
brotherhood, and this great assembly give 
expression of unity in a common causé 


I comprehend no more forceful way t 0 
demonstrate the faith of this people an id 
their confidence in a God of heaven an 
earth than to declare to you the birth 
this vocational school. On this sacrec 
spot we dream of the youth of thi 
country having their lives sparked wit! 
the divine, and possibilities released sO 
that it can be truly said that they have 
learned to walk in God’s own way. 


May every child whose pathway lead: 
to the door of Crandall Vocational Schoe 
be challenged with the thought in thes 
two lines from an unknown author: 


i 
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‘Vhat I am is God’s gift to me; 


‘hat I make out of myself is my gift 
to God.” 


May the challenge not only touch the 
le of the child, but may those who 
fich find joy in opening the gates to 
tis Christian highway. 

That which thrills my life, is to believe 
fat God in His wisdom has a plan for 
#2. The richness and fullness of my 
te will depend upon how well I fit into 
tis harmonious plan. 

That for which the people of the whole 
érth throughout all ages have been seek- 
ig is food, clothing, shelter, and peace 
# mind. Give us this and we are at ease. 
fir lives are in tune with the universal 
jan. We are led of the Spirit of God. 
BAH! Alas! The crux of the matter 
td the problems of life lie hidden in 
fis question. How do we get food, 
ithing, shelter, peace of mind — the 
trmal comforts of life? 

It is the answer to this question that 
irks the justification for Crandall 
‘ycational School. 

‘Would that I were able, out of the 
tpths of my life, to reveal to you the 
vurmth of my heart as I join with you 
i, this most special occasion, not only 
! share this Christian fellowship but 
‘th you to share the answer to the 
joblein of ages past and, even, still today. 
‘Crandall Vocational School will early 
ake its mark in Jamaica if it is adequately 
uipped to lead those within its walls to 
le normal comforts of life. 


|This is not accomplished by waving the 
jagic wand but like magic, students may 
tn to handle the raw materials of the 
orld; to harness the forces of nature; 

congenially and co-operatively work 
th each other, in tune with the physical 
id spiritual laws of God’s universal plan. 


I cannot comprehend a more congenial 
‘mosphere in which to capture the in- 
iting mind nor a more perfect setting 
catch the spark of inspiration, for life, 
lat comes as students learn to handle 
le raw materials of the world. With 
leir hands and feet firmly planted in the 
od earth, youth may quickly see that 
i. life depends upon God’s gift of air, 
irmth, and moisture to start the most 
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tiny seed or keep alive the most common 
animal. 


As Columbus made his way to the 
Island of Jamaica by the wind that pushed 
his sailboat, and as water is brought by 
pipes from the reservoir high in the 
mountains, so, many other forces of nature 
wait to be tapped by the inquiring mind. 


To handle the raw materials of the 
world and harness the forces of nature 
calls not only for the co-operation of the 
people of the earth but for an intimate 
acquaintance with God and the laws that 
harmoniously blend the physical life with 
the spiritual and thus chart the highway 
from earth to heaven. 

My dear Christian friends, this is but 
a glimpse of the beauty and magnitude 
of the project launched by Seventh Day 
Baptists on the Island of Jamaica for the 
sweetness of human life and the bringing 
in of Christ’s Kingdom upon earth. 


Indian Villages Need the Gospel 


Addressing foreign missions leaders at 
a luncheon meeting in New York, Mr. 
John H. Reisner, just returned from four 
months in Asia and the Middle East, re- 
ported on village extension programs now 
carried on in many countries. 

He reported that the penetration of 
Western science into the Middle and Far 
East had resulted in growing conflict with 
age-old beliefs and superstitions. 


An example that could be multiplied 
“thousands of times’ in Eastern villages, 
he said, was that of the village family in 
India where every member had been vac- 
cinated, but the women still prayed to the 


goddess of smallpox for protection. 


“Eventually science will win out over 
these old beliefs,’ he commented, ‘but 
the end result will be only material- 
ism unless the religious forces of the 
world, and Christianity in particular, pro- 
vide the villagers with a new faith to 
live by.” 


The Communists can control the ex- 
pression of thought, but not thought, 
which is the expression of the soul. — 
Mrs. Edwin A. Berkery in Messenger, 
the Magazine of the Apostleship of Prayer. 
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JUDGMENT FOR CHRISTIANS 
Thelma Tarbox 


Is the Christian Obligated to Keep 
Every Jot and Tittle of the Law? 


Scripture leaves no doubt that the Chris- 
tian faces judgment after death (1 John 
4: 17; Rom. 2: 12, 13; Matt. 5: 19; James 
2: 9-12). The exact nature of this judg- 
ment is beyond human experience. It is 
sufficient to expect mercy and justice from 
the Father. 


The Christian’s primary concern should 
be judgment in this life. Does not every 
sin have its own natural punishment ? 
What jot or tittle of the commandments 
can be transgressed without hurting the 
transgressor —.or others? Who can covet 
and at the same time appreciate God’s 
many blessings? Can marital difficulties 
be solved by escaping into mental love 
affairs? Can the Sabbath law be ignored 
without ill effects — spiritual, physical, 
even mental? 


True, any day of the week can serve as 
a sabbath. But until one day is universally 
adopted, dissenting brethren are injured. 
God loves all, and wants none hurt. 


Baptist leaders agree that the Bible is 
one Book (Crusader, Sept. 54). The New 
Testament is incomplete without the Old. 
The Bible says, ‘Remember the sabbath 
day. .. . the seventh day is the sabbath of 
the Lord thy God.” The Bible does not 
say, “Observe Sunday.” Virtually all agree 
that Saturday is the seventh day. 


When the Christian realizes that ob- 
servance of every “jot and tittle” nurtures 
a full, rich life, his progress is not a back- 
breaking ordeal, but a challenging, stimu- 
lating climb. No doubt he will slip oc- 
casionally, but the stumbling will make 
him clutch more firmly the Master’s hand. 


To say that after conversion, the Chris- 
tian continues his previous sinful ways, 
is to contradict Paul’s words that the “old 
man” has passed away and all is made new. 
Christ destroys the desire for self-glori- 
fication by showing the futility of such 
ambition — a greedy, never satisfied mas- 
ter! Christ also reveals to His new student, 
the deadening, miserable effects of com- 
mandment-breaking. Thus, the convert is 
placed in the favorable position of know- 
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ing what sin is. Any future regression) 
will be immediately recognized and th 
Christian will pray for forgiveness and 
ask for help in overcoming such faults. 

Scripture says the Christian is “yoked 
with Christ. In elimination of person 
sin it appears that Christ expects reasa 
able effort from the individual. Eve 
Christian must be willing to “put hims 
out” for others. Only then can Christ 
His share in filling the heart and mi 
with cleansing love. Where compl 
Christ-love resides, there can be no self 
interest, no selfishness, no sin! 


It is Biblically unsound to believe th 
where there is sincere Christian effort, % 
sin which “sneaks in” means loss of sal 
tion. Christ says that those who bre 
the least of the commandments will Bt 
called least in the kingdom of heaven 
But when the whole pie is available, 
be content with a slice? A perfect instru 
ment is more efficient than one which 
twisted. The extent to which the Chr 
tian has conquered his faults, determir 
his value in the kingdom. The unsavec 
will find Christ more appealing if i 
troduced by a faultless follower, than 1 
presented by a sloppy “letter of recomme 
dation.” The Christian who has : 
completely substituted concern for th 
welfare of others in place of his ow 
self-interest, will transgress fewer “jot 
and tittles.’ His life brims over witl 
joyous activity and serene contentment 
He exists on a much higher plane in th 
kingdom of heaven (that state within one 
self) than the “‘least’’ Christian who ha 
bors unkind thoughts about others, 
feeling of superiority to some, a cherishe 
grudge, or any other “‘secret”’ sin. 


Salvation comes with faith in Chri 
— that is, hearing and following H 
instructions. When the individual becom 
adept at following the “Divine Pattern, 
how can he help but observe the “‘jots an 
tittles’’ ? 

“Law is good.’ God has given law ft 
the enrichment of mankind. Christ mal 
it possible for His follonees to obser 
the “jots and tittles.” 


Juvenile delinquency takes place whe 
a boy imitates his father. Anon. | 
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IMPERATIVES FOR 
A SPIRITUAL OFFENSIVE 


_ Address by Governor Frank G. 
Clement of Tennessee before the 
International Council for Christian 

_ Leadership, Washington, D. C., on 
February 3, 1955. 

‘(This 34-year-old attorney from Dickson, 
jnn., is a member of the Methodist Church.) 
The January issue of International 
firistian Leadership Bulletin, in its New 
lar’s call to action, suggests a third 
gernative for our present dilemma in 
wld affairs. This way to escape the 
«sperate choice of a nuclear holocaust 
) preventive war or the creeping paralysis 
* coexistence with Communism has been 
sccinctly phrased in the slogan, Back to 
jiristian Values. . 
If our avowal of this goal is to be 
tything more than empty rhetoric or a 
‘nfusion of private sentiments, feelings, 
-d notions about it, however, then we 
just consult with each other on where a 
jturn to Christian values would take us. 
e must arrive at an understanding of 
vaat a Christian evaluation of our political 
ircumstances in the world today would 
tggest. We must eventually come to 
sme accord on the way to realize our 
al of a return to Christian values. 


It is not merely the threat to our security 
vesented in a formidable power, preach- 
: atheism and seeking to subjugate the 
orld, that has brought us to question 
here we, as a nation, have gotten to... . 
it had been a simple issue of aggression 
om without, we would probably have, 
ith much less disturbance, battened down 
ir hatches and our prejudices and our 


ktinction, prepared to defend ourselves 
yainst a godless aggressor in good 
mmscience. 

| But such is not the ordeal that we had 
ltepared for ourselves, in the light of 
\vine justice. We found ourselves facing 
lis terrific and lawless aggressor, pos- 
jssed of only one weapon that gave us 
1 advantage against him, that seemed to 
3 an effectual counterthreat — the atom 
omb, the atom bomb that put on trigger 
ar collective ticket to eternity — an 
land, a city, a country, or a continent 
a time.). .s 


iIf-satisfaction and, at-any price short of - 
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Our Departure from Christian Values 


If we are to return to Christian values, 
may we not well begin by re-examining 
the road by which we departed from them 
— the road by which we arrived here? 


Perhaps most of us here today are 
conscious of and accept the prevailing 
historical interpretation of the years that 
succeeded the French Revolution near the 
end of the eighteenth century; the intel- 
lectual trend that brought to Western 
society and, after our war between the 
states, to the United States a gradually 
growing secularism, growing scientific 
modernism. In our agrarian society of 
the South, we clung to our traditional 
religions more tenaciously than did our 
fellow citizens of the more industrialized 
sections — even to the point of being 
called by some of the religiously emanci- 
pated of the 1920’s, The Bible Belt. 

But in time our fundamentalism re- 
treated, too, before the enlightenment of 
that day — the enlightenment whose 
leaders proposed to speak for science and 
the industrial age. 

This country, along with the rest of 
the civilized world, continued to drift 
toward godless materialism throughout the 
twenties and thirties and into the Second 
World War — perhaps it might be more 
accurate to say this materialism infiltrated 
us, infiltrated our institutions. 


Back in those days, even in the estab- 
lished churches, leadership was taking a 
new look, so to speak, at the Bible. 
Generally there was reinterpretation to 
explain away its divinity and relax its 
disciplines. 

The emphasis in religion, as in politics 
and society, then was upon this life and 
— in the view of the enthusiasts — its 
approaching perfection — and the mani- 
fest perfectibility of man. 

The idea of economic man held sway 
in this country. It held sway in all the 
capitalistic countries of the West, as well 
as in communistic U.S.$.R. — I should say, 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON 
for April 30, 1955 
Jehoshaphat’s Educational Reforms 


Lesson Scripture: 
2 Chronicles, 117: 1-7, 9; 19::4-7. 
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especially in the U.S.S.R. ... To be sure, 
the idea existed in this country, but it was 
modified by humanist ethics and Christian 
tradition. It served, however, generally to 
confuse our thinking for a long time. 


Rhetorical Robes of Humanism 

Those whose sensibilities and good 
manners were offended by economic man’s 
bare bones, clothed them in the richly 
rhetorical robes of humanism. Throughout 
the world, where Western culture was an 
influence, humanism was a pervasive social 
creed from the middle of the nineteenth 
century onward to the present day. 

Before the Second World War most of 
its advocates found this view of things 
adequate enough. Even after World War 
I and the great depression, such was their 
sense of security, these heaven-on-earth 
brethren of ours saw nothing wrong with 
their world. But World War II shook 
their assurance. The atom bomb and the 
hydrogen bomb and a total ABC warfare 
have, as I have said, given all of us pause 
— have dramatized once more in human 
history the fact that man is never suf- 
ficient unto himself. 

William Ernest Hocking, the Harvard 
philosopher, has likened the humanists 
to a group of small boys lost in the woods 
at night, who sit around the flickering 
campfire of human knowledge, hopefully 
bragging on each other and trying to 
pretend the big dark woods of God's 
mystery isn’t there. 

We cannot fragment man’s condition 
on earth and long endure; we cannot take 
his body and enshrine it and say this is all 
that counts; we cannot ordain his mind 
and give it exclusive worship. To do so 
does not elevate man; it creates a monster 
of him. Man unites the material with the 
spiritual, the natural with the supernatural. 
He walks on earth, but his mind gives 
passage to angels. He is an essential 
inhabitant of two worlds, a dual actor 
in the divine mystery of time and 
eternity. 

(To be continued) 


mA professor, like a dishwasher or a 
clerk, is simply someone who develops 
some potentialities at the expense of 
others.” — Dr. Scott-Craig in “The Chris- 
tian Scholar.” 


- Creek, W. Va.; 


{ 
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VOICES OUT OF THE PAST i 

The DeRuyter, N. Y., Gleaner, lik) ' 

many other local papers, reprints each! 
week news items carried ten, twenty- -five) 

and fifty years ago. In the March 24 issu ‘ 

we read that 10 years ago Mrs. Car oy 

Burdick received a large sunshine bo: i 

from friends in the factory where she wap’ 
working. Twenty-five years ago on Marc} 
20 a flock of wild geese, flying in # 

northwesterly direction over Cowles Settle! 

ment, was mentioned among the 12 iterp 

reprinted. \F 


Small items of 50 years ago give plac 
to one large item of sad news. ra 
respected Seventh Day Baptist minister | 
the village had died that morning (Masai 
23, 1905). This is the way it was writ 
up (omitting the last paragraph): 


Like a bolt from the clear sky came tl 
announcement this morning of the deat 
of the beloved pastor of the aie | } 
S. D. B. Church, Rev. L. R. Swinney. 
blow fell with crushing weight upon th hit 
afflicted family and is felt in every hom! 
where he was known — his heart was ¢ ‘i 
large, his sympathies and interests in hi 
fellow mortals so intense and so tender t|' 
that he seemed as a loving father or | 
elder brother to us all. 


Elder Swinney was some 65 years of age 
and despite his unusual natural vigor th 
weight of years and its arduous duties hac}, 
told upon his health. He has been callec 
upon to officiate at funerals nearly every} 


Monday on Crumb Hill, two on Tuesday 
at Cuyler yesterday — returning utterly 
exhausted from the hard rides. On Mon} 
day’s trip he was thrown from the cuttet] 
and rendered unconscious by the fall. Thi is} 
accident, or the running to catch yesteay 
day’s train, may have hastened the end. © 


[A brief biographical sketch in Seventh 
Day Baptists in Europe and America gives 
this note: Swinney, Rev. Lucius Romanin;| 
1837-1905. Professor of Hebrew anc | 
Cognate Languages in Alfred Theological 
Seminary; pastor of churches at Alfred 
Station and DeRuyter, N. Y., and Lo st} 
president of the Sabbati 4 
School Board of the Seventh Day Baplit 
General Conference. } 
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MINISTERS CONFERENCE 


We hope that all our pastors are keep- 
in mind the Ministers Conference 

be held this year at Salemville, Pa., 
Hay 9 to 12, and that a large number 
ill be present to share in the common 
orship, discussions, and Christian fellow- 
‘ip. Word has come that the local 
‘omen will serve the noon meals for 50¢ 
ch and the evening meals at not more 
san 85¢ each. By past experiences we 
‘iow that these meals will be delicious 
‘id abundant. Let’s see you in Salemville. 

N. D. M. 


| ITEMS OF INTEREST 
The National Council of Churches 
poteh its president and its Department 
' International Affairs sent to President 
Eeenhower on March 31 a 310-word state- 
‘ent urging him to take all honorable 
eps to end the crisis in Asia over the 
ormosa Strait. It called on the President 
i caution against the risks of unilateral 
‘tion and urged negotiation, rejecting the 
ew that negotiation is appeasement. The 
riters of the statement concluded: “We 
‘e not competent to suggest what the 
ost effective procedures for negotiation 
ay be under the circumstances currently 
tevailing. We are convinced, however, 
iat there is no substitute for negotiation 
cept the arbitrament of force, which 
‘eates vastly greater problems than it 
in ever solve.” 


It appears that the Executive Board of 
ie Division of Foreign Missions N. C. C. 
eserves some credit in starting the ball 
ling to cause Congress to appropriate 


10,000 for the relief of the family of _ 


Korean pastor, Pang Wha II, who lost 

is life at the hands of U. S. soldiers 
bec. 6, 1952. The Division of Foreign 
lissions urged Senators Langer and 
tidges to push the enactment of the 
ill in a resolution adopted at their June, 
254, meeting. The bill has since been 
yacted into law. 


America’s biggest religious meeting. No 
iatter how high the record attendance 
vay be it can always be beaten. So it 
‘ems. The great Protestant pageant at 
didier Field, Chicago, which inaugurated 
te World Council Assembly in August 
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drew an attendance estimated at 125,000 
and was heralded as the greatest gather- 
ing of its kind in American history. 
More recently the Roman Catholic Church 
staged a Marian Year rally in the same 
stadium with an estimated attendance of 
260,000. It was under the direction to a 
considerable extent, we are told, of 
Cardinal Stritch, Archbishop of Chicago, 
who received unfavorable publicity from 
WCC leaders when he refused to allow 
Roman Catholic representatives to attend 
the Evanston Assembly as observers. 


Using the slogan “Arrive Alive! Don’t 
Drink and Drive!” a safety program de- 
signed to create an increased awareness 
in the public mind of the danger of 
drinking and driving has been launched. 
This program, originated by Dr. J. Ren- 
wick Patterson, executive secretary of the 
National Reform Association, 209 Ninth 
St., Pittsburgh 22, Pa., is being promoted 
under his leadership. 

The slogan appears in eye-catching red 
and black on a fluorescent bumper sticker, 
an envelope sticker, and a _ wallet-size 
calendar card. A bumper sticker with this 
slogan on your car may be the means of 
leading someone to think and avoid the 
drink that would end in a traffic death. 


NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES 


DODGE CENTER, MINN. — At the 
last meeting of our Ladies’ Aid a sug- 
gestion was made and adopted to ask 
each member to be a committee to visit 
the sick and shut-ins and report at the 
following meeting. 

Our all-day socials have been quite 
successful in a financial way. Our aim 
was to realize enough to send $25 to our 
mission in Nyasaland. These socials have 
been fairly well attended considering the 
weather and some sickness in several 
families. 

A birthday social was held in the church 
basement on March 27 sponsored by the 
Intermediate C. E. Society, assisted by 
Pastor Van Horn and Mrs. Hazel Cocker. 

We are pleased to be able to assist 
our missionaries in the foreign land as 
they are certainly doing the Lord’s 
work in spreading the Gospel. — L. L., 
Correspondent. 


DENOMINATIONAL BUDGET 
Statement of the Treasurer, March 31, 1955 


Receipts 

March 6 months 
Balance; March: tee Se seb us sie 1 7 
Adams Center Soe. 269.00 
Albion! eae 33.67 231.44 
Alfred, First ....... 380.80 1,867.60 
Alfred, Second #3 121.45 363.95 
Associations and groups .. 105.66 
Battle Creek 568.06 2,453.10 
Berlin <2. i.502 204.00 
Boulder ......... 49.90 209.63 
Brookfield, First ... ak 20.00 83.00 
Brookfield, Second eee 43.35 
Buialonesecese. ie 75.00 
Chicdvo stl nee 40.00 625.00 
Daytona Beach 72.60 341.30 
DGHVEE cscs oe 65.00 316.54 
De’ Ruyter Sas c eee 99.00 862.13 
Dodge Center .... wt 105.35 352.00 
Edinburp) io... 41.36 
Farina  <).3 2) 20s peer 15.00 110.00 
Fouke 22. 136.94 141.94 
Friendship .... 17.00 
Hammond ...... 55.00 55.00 
Hebron, First .... ne 50.09 
Hopkinton, First 2... 69.80 467.30 
Hopkinton, Second 50.00 
Independence eccsessssssessseeessenses 37.00 334.00 
Indiahapolis #2be2..c2. 282 54.95 
Indiwidtaalswicsieet. eas 2,088.11 
Trwingtonissctate scorned 100.00 300.00 
Little Gemesee -eercssssssscesesmeeen 241.73 
Los Angeles... ra 25.00 549.80 
Los ees Christ’s .. 35.00 
Lost Creek .. Ly 198.18 700.05 
Marlbonolasiices.cneseee 140.40 1,102.24 
Middle island 2 esce necnane 15.00 77.38 
Milton sacra meee $52.70 2,357.84 
Milton Junction me 109.90 715.69 
New Auburn .... 61.37 
New York ............. 35.00 
North Loup... 230.72 353.24 
Nortonville ..... 56.00 282.50 
Pawcatuck ......... 719.47 2,218.07 
Philadelphia .. 63.00 
Piscataway ........ 81.50 
Plainfield sciccac 308.30 2,441.87 
Putnam County 5 25.00 66.00 
Ruch bur cw eraG... eee 13.00 91.50 
PRACONTe: ace tt tere oon en 30.00 
INEVeTOICe Mette wean 1,114.83 
Roanoke ... 20.00 76.00 
Rockville . 81.90 
Salem, 2... 510.00 
Salemville ... 245.63 
Schenectady 20.00 360.00 
Spilohe ae. 8825501 0715.64 
Stone Fort 50.00 50.00 
Syracuse ....... Sis, 50.00 
swidtaes Gitless ot) un eet eee 15.00 26.00 
Wetona a0 123.00 408.42 
Walworth ... 45.00 
Washington 75.00 
Waterford .... 24.30 195.59 
Wanita: Cloris ene eee 67.78 305.28 


otals: ttvears tena, oem $5,452.99 $28,875.52 


Disbursements f 
Budget Specials 
Missionary Society isc $2,006.00 $ 58.7 
‘Tract: Society 23 442.25 
Board of 
Christian Education ....... 379.80 
School of Theology creas 416.25 } 
Women’s Society cessor 207.55 
Historical Society 72.45 
Ministerial Retirement ...... 560.70 36 
S&S. OD) B. Building 222 2 77.85 
General Conference eres: 631.35 53 
World Fellowship 
BDU OELVICe cece sees py fs 


S D B. Memorial Fund ..... 100. 


Balance, March 31 cesses 65.02 
"hGtals yeeteme 0. ee aes $4,874.97 $ 
Comparative Figures 
1955 
Receipts in March: 
Budget. te eee $4,737.80 $4,21 
Speciaisaek Jape) 578.02 9 
Receipts in 6 months: 
Buddetecxat. utero 26,411.41 
Specials soca . 2,414.11 
Current, Bud @et: <5 saacicmiac 70,750.00 
Percentage of budget 
raised toridate ccssereaes 37.4% 9 
L. M. Van Horn, ‘4 
Milton, Wis. Treasure 


F.B.I. Director Urges Family Al 

“Today, more than ever before, we : 
to bring young people closer to the 
and the eternal lessons ,it teaches,” sz 
F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover. “T 
worship of God, as the divine creator a 
helper, is an integral part of our histo 
The picture of the family circle — | 
father, mother, and children, sitting | 
gether reading the Bible — is a scene 
inspiring beauty. There the Word o 
is at work — molding character, li 
the path of good, inspiring dee 
service. Religion has a vital me 
touching every aspect of life. Unf 
nately, too many of the peoples 
world have lost touch with religion. T 
have found numerous substitutes for 
ageless truths of the divine Word. * 
revival of a firm belief in the magnific 
of the supreme creator is a vital need. 
Bible must be brought back into the - 
circle.” — W. W. Reid. 


SABBATH RALLY DAY | 
May 21, 1955 
Make Plans to Observe 


